[Glutathione peroxidases: value of their determination in clinical biology].
The role of glutathione peroxidase in the oxidative metabolism and recent advances in the demonstration of the consequences of the desequilibrium in the proxidant/antioxidant balance on biological molecules oxidation, intracellular signals transduction, apoptosis and necrosis, have led to new approach in the knowledge of many pathological processes. Methods for determining antioxidant capacity have been developed. The measurement of glutathione peroxidase activity is a key step in the study of oxidative stress. Its determination in clinical biology needs optimal conditions for standardised assays which will be used for epidemiological studies aimed to evaluate the role of nutritional factors involved in the pathogeny of diseases caused or accompanied by oxidative stress.